unifying themes arise from the comparison of germ cell development across species. We strove to highlight both of these fundamental features in the organization of this book.
We hope this book will not only serve the aficionados in the field but also be accessible to students and researchers from other fields who wish to discover the fascinating world of germ cells. Indeed, part of our ambition is to motivate new generations of investigators to enter the field. The authors have contributed magnificently toward these goals, and we thank them for their participation.
Finally, we wish to thank the outstanding staff at the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press and their compositors, particularly Hannah Turner at Techset, for their efforts in making this book a reality. Our deep appreciation goes to Project Manager, Barbara Acosta, for her sense of organization, limitless patience, and constant kindness. We also thank Acquisitions Editor, Alex Gann, whose vision and intelligence initiated the process that lead to this work. 
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